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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATEPRINCIPAL’S UPDATE

IMPORTANT DATESIMPORTANT DATES
10/1 College Night 5:30PM
10/4 College Fair Periods 1-2 
10/14 No School
10/17 Parent Teacher Conf. 5PM
10/23 SBPT Meeting 4:15
10/25 Half Day for Students 
10/28 PSTA & SAT (Grades 9 & 12) 
10/29 PSAT (Grades 10-11)
11/5 Super. Conf. Day - No School  
11/8 End of Marking Period 1  

As we kick off the 2024-2025 academic school year, I’m filled with pride and
excitement for what lies ahead. The past few weeks have been nothing short of
transformative for our students, staff, and school community. Here are some
highlights I want to share with you.

Setting the Vision for 2024-2025 
Over two productive days, our faculty and staff set the academic and artistic
vision for SOTA, energized by 25 new team members. We held meaningful
discussions about our students' future and strengthened relationships with local
arts organizations to provide even more opportunities for student success.

Welcome Home, SOTA Students! 
We were thrilled to welcome nearly 1,100 students back to School of the Arts for
the 2024-2025 school year. There’s something truly special about seeing our halls
filled with the vibrant energy and creativity of our students. Each year brings new
opportunities for growth and learning, and I have no doubt that this year will be
another extraordinary chapter in SOTA’s legacy. 

Celebrating 30 Years of Excellence at 45 Prince Street 
This year marks 30 Years of Excellence at 45 Prince Street, a milestone of
creativity, academic achievement, and community engagement. As we celebrate,
we remain committed to nurturing our students' artistic and academic growth for
the next 30 years and beyond.

Memorial Art Gallery Access
SOTA students now have free access to the Memorial Art Gallery with their student
ID. Simply present your ID at the Guest Admission Desk during regular museum
hours to enjoy the collection.

ACADEMICACADEMIC

10/4 Faculty Art Show 6PM

10/9 Hispanic/LatinX Heritage
Celebration  featuring  ROC City
Ballet’s Aqua Fresca 7PM

10/10-11 Reader’s Theatre 7PM
10/16 Choir Concert 7PM
10/22 Jazz Band Concert 7PM
10/24 Foundations I/II Art Show 6PM
10/24 Orchestra Concert 7PM

10/24-25 7PM, 10/26 2PM & 7PM
The Play That Goes Wrong  

10/29 Band Concert 7PM
11/6 Piano Recital 7PM

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Alan Tirré - Fall 2024

Phone Number 585-242-SOTA (7682)
Fax Number 585-256-6580
Questions sotainfo@rcsdk12.org
Social Media @RCSDSOTA

45 Prince St, Rochester, NY 14607  |  www.sotarochester.org
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SOTA POPS! 2024 at the Rochester Fringe Festival
We’re thrilled to celebrate the success of SOTA POPS! 2024 at the Rochester Fringe
Festival. In partnership with Friends of School of the Arts, we welcomed over 4,000
attendees to enjoy 75 performances by 32 talented acts over seven days. Our
students benefited from master classes and free tickets to performances - all thanks
to the generous support of Friends of SOTA. This festival truly highlighted how the arts
can uplift and inspire our entire community.

HALLOWEEN
COSTUME GUIDELINES
HALLOWEEN
COSTUME GUIDELINES

Student Voice in City Planning  
SOTA students recently helped shape Rochester's future by collaborating on the
City’s Arts & Culture Plan. Our young artists shared their ideas, influencing the
city’s cultural landscape for years to come. We’re proud of their contributions
and excited to see their impact on Rochester's arts scene.

Activating Dreams, Unlocking Potential  
At SOTA, we unlock student potential by fostering academic excellence and
building a community of empathy, equity, and accountability. This year, we’re
focused on empowering students to succeed in academics, the arts, and
personal growth.

Looking Ahead
As we celebrate 30 Years of Excellence, this is a year of unprecedented growth
for our school. Together, we will ensure that each student receives the support
and inspiration needed to thrive academically, artistically, and personally. Thank
you for your partnership and trust. Here's to an outstanding 2024-2025 school
year at School of the Arts!

CHEERS TO 30 YEARS!CHEERS TO 30 YEARS!Bringing Art and Heart Together

As we approach Halloween, we want to
remind families of our guidelines to ensure it’s
a fun and safe day for everyone at SOTA.
While costumes are not required, students
who choose to wear them must follow these
simple rules:

Costumes must be appropriate for the school
day and adhere to the district dress code.
Shoes or sneakers are required—slippers or
socks without shoes are not allowed for safety
reasons.
Full-face masks or fully painted faces are not
permitted.
Props like toy weapons, canes, or walking sticks
are not allowed.

Please encourage your student to use good
judgment when selecting their costume. If a
costume is deemed inappropriate, students
may be asked to change. Let’s have a fun and
safe Halloween at SOTA!

Complete guidelines can be found at
SOTAROCHESTER.ORG

Useful Links
SOTArochester.org SOTA Website
A source for all things SOTA!
Regents Exam Prep online exam prep
courses to help students pass their test.
Khan Academy study at your own pace 
to accelerating learning.
SOTA Athletic Weekly Events live link of 
all scheduled athletic events.
SOTA Team Store your source for fresh
SOTA gear

Safety & Security
Please adhere to our visitor procedures
designed to protect students and staff. 

All visitors must enter through the main
entrance, report to the security desk, and
present photo ID for a visitor’s pass. 

Parents/caregivers should call the school 
office for early pick-up arrangements and
present ID upon arrival.

Visitors are subject to search, and refusal
will result in denial of entry. Any person
asked to leave must do so immediately, or
police intervention may follow.

Emergency Training Drills will continue
throughout October to ensure our students'
safety and preparedness. 

Parent Pick Up & Drop Off
We are redesigning our Pick Up and Drop Off
procedures to enhance student safety.
Please keep an eye out for notification
detailing these changes to ensure a smooth
and secure transition for students. Thank you
for your understanding and support!

For more complete information and details, visit SOTAROCHESTER.ORG

https://www.rcsdk12.org/sota
https://www.rcsdk12.org/sota
https://www.regentsprep.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.sectionvny.org/public/genie/783/school/4391/
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/new_york/rochester/school-of-the-arts
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